
Greetings GI Site Committee and Disease-Oriented Working Group members, 
 
I hope you have had a bit of respite this summer.  As you shake the sand out of your sandals, I want to 
remind you of some of the ongoing opportunities and initiatives of the NCIC CTC Gastrointestinal DSC.  

 
1. Vacancies: 
We have a number of vacancies, including on the executive and at the working group chair level. If you 
are interested of would like to nominate someone to one of these positions, please send a quick note to 
Chris (cocallaghan@ctg.queensu.ca) or me (djonker@toh.on.ca). I would like to have these positions 
filled in the next 6 weeks. The positions include: 

 

Rectal working group co-chair (to work with Te 
Vuong; repacement for Nancy Baxter) 

  individual will also represent NCIC CTG 
on the US Intergroup Rectal Task Force 

Neuroendocrine working group co-chair (to 
work with Hagen Kennecke; replacement for 
Lilian Siu) 

 individual will represent NCIC CTG on the 
US Intergroup Neuroendocrine Task Force 

Pharmacist rep to the GI DSC executive (to 
replace Sean Hopkins) 

  this position is appointed by the pharmacy 
subcommittee (not the GI site) 

GI Site Committee Co-chair 

Many thanks to Lillian, Sean and Nancy for their 

contributions. 

mailto:cocallaghan@ctg.queensu.ca
mailto:djonker@toh.on.ca


2. New trials to join 

There are a number of trials moving ahead that need your support. Please consider participation and keep 
our committee strong. 
 

CRC.5 [CALGB 80405] - in Canada this is a trial first line metastatic CRC randomizaed to 
FOLFIRI/Bevacizumab vs FOLFIRI/Cetuximab. All biologics are supplied in 
Canada, and per case funding is approximately $4,000. This trial will accrue for 
another year at least, so there is ample time to join. Please email Scott Berry 
(Scott.Berry@sunnybrook.ca) or Chris (cocallaghan@ctg.queensu.ca) if you have 
questions.  Congrats to the Southlake Regional Health Centre for 1st patient on 
trial! 

CRC.6 [CALGB 80702] - This is the new stage III colon trial comparing 3 vs 6 months of adjuvant 
FOLFOX, and celecoxib vs placebo. This trial will run for several years and is 
important in an effort to limit oxaliplatin related chronic neurotoxicity. The good 
news is that patients may also join NCIC CO.21 (the CHALLENGE exercise 
study) and you can see a single patient in follow-up and be paid for both, 
allowing some savings. We have designated Felix Couture as the study chair in 
recognition of his substantial recent contributions to our other ongoing trials. 
Please email Felix (felixcou@videotron.ca) or Chris if you have questions. 

HEC.1 [CALGB 80202] - This is a trial for patients with advanced HCC comparing Sorafenib vs 
Sorafenib+Doxorubicin. Please plan to support this trial when it opens in the next 
few months. If you have questions, please email Jennifer Knox 
(Jennifer.Knox@uhn.on.ca) or Chris. 

PA.5/LAP.07  – This is a trial for locally advanced pancreatic cancer.  Patients receive 
Gemcitabine/erlotinib(supplied) and then are randomized to XRT versus 
continued Gem/Erlotinib if no early progression, followed by single agent 
erlotinib to progression (supplied).  The trial will be available to you around Dec 
2010.  Contact Malcolm (Malcolm.Moore@uhn.on.ca) or Chris if you have 
questions. 

3. Trials in Progress 

Please don’t forget the following trials, which rely on your support! 

CO.21/CHALLENGE study – Structured exercise program vs control after adjuvant therapy for stage 3 
colon cancer.  Not too late to join.  Email Chris Booth (boothc@KGH.KARI.NET) or Kerry 
(kerry.courneya@ualberta.ca) if questions.  These 2 are in a tight race for top Canadian accrual 
at present!   

                           

mailto:Scott.Berry@sunnybrook.ca
mailto:cocallaghan@ctg.queensu.ca
mailto:felixcou@videotron.ca
mailto:Jennifer.Knox@uhn.on.ca
mailto:Malcolm.Moore@uhn.on.ca
mailto:boothc@KGH.KARI.NET
mailto:kerry.courneya@ualberta.ca


CO.20 - KRAS wild type advanced CRC randomized to cetuximab +/- brivanib.  Will accrue until 
approximately March 2011.  Keep up the great work!  Kudos to Felix and colleagues in Quebec 
city for leading Canadian accrual (below)!  The end is in sight.  Thanks to everyone!  Email 
Lillian (Lillian.Siu@uhn.on.ca) or Chris (cocallaghan@ctg.queensu.ca) if questions. 

               
CRC.3 – This is a trial assessing the role of molecular stratification (MSI and 18qdel) in the selection of 

stage 2 colon cancer patients for FOLFOX based chemotherapy or observation.  This is an 
important step forward for the science and treatment of this population!  Please continue your 
support!   Well done London!  Email Chris (cocallaghan@ctg.queensu.ca) if you have questions. 
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ES.2 – This is a trial of XRT vs Cis/5FU/XRT for the palliation of dysphagia for esophageal cancer. 
Please continue to support this trial!   Well done PMH!  Contact Rebecca 
(Rebecca.Wong@rmp.uhn.on.ca) or Chris if you have questions. 

                       

It is also never too early to bring forward your new trial concepts.  The executive meets monthly, and the 
working group chairs are at your disposal to assist with trial development. 

Working Group Co-Chairs 
Colon Derek Jonker (djonker@toh.on.ca)  

Sharlene Gill  (sgill@bccancer.bc.ca) 
Rectal Te Vuong (te_vuong@hotmail.com)  

VACANCY 
Esophagogastric Rebecca Wong (Rebecca.Wong@rmp.uhn.on.ca) 

Christian Kollmansberger (ckollmannsberger@bccancer.bc.ca)  
Pancreas Malcolm Moore (Malcolm.Moore@uhn.on.ca) 

Steven Gallinger (sgallinger@rogers.com)  
Hepatobiliary Jennifer Knox (Jennifer.Knox@uhn.on.ca) 

Oliver Bathe (Oliver.Bathe@albertahealthservices.ca)  
Neuroendocrine Hagen Kennecke (hkennecke@bccancer.bc.ca)  

VACANCY 
  

We look forward to continuing NCIC CTG’s great tradition in scientific leadership as we build and 
support our national cooperative trials group.  

Cheers, 

 

 
Derek Jonker 
Chair, NCIC CTG Gastrointestinal Disease Site Committee 
Associate Professor, Medical Oncology 
The Ottawa Hospital 
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